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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10, 13, 14. 16-23, 26-27, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 , 16, 21 "the case" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claims 4, 9, 13, 18, 23, 26, 30 "the orientation" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claims 6, 8 "the remaining letters" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this OfTice action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 2, 10-12, 15-17, 20-22, 24-25 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,937,356 issued to Ito et al. 
("Ito"). 

For claim 1 Figure 16 of Ito shows an attribute of a digital image (jpeg 
compression) encoded using the case of letters (the lower case letters "jpg") in an 
extension (".jpg") of a file name associated with the digital image ("image01.jpg"). 
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For claim 2, the case of each letter in the extension shown in Figure 16 is all 
lower case, which reads on the claimed element of "one of upper case and lower case." 

For claim 10, the letters in the extension are one of "jpg," "gif," and "tif," as shown 
in Figure 16. 

For claim 1 1 , the file name of Figure 16 is used by a method for displaying a 
digital image, comprising reading a file name associated with the digital image 
("imageOljpg"), the file name including an extension (".jpg"), the extension comprising 
at least one letter (the letters j, p, and g), each of the at least one letters being 
represented In one of at least two possible cases (each letter is represented in lower 
case); interpreting the case of the at least one letters as an encoded attribute of the 
digital image (the encoded attribute is the jpeg compression of the image); and 
displaying the digital image in accordance with the encoded attribute (a jpeg algorithm 
decompresses the image and it is displayed). 

For claim 12, the at least two possible cases are upper case and lower case. 

For claim 15, the at least one letters in the extension are one of "jpg," "gif," and 

"tif." 

For claim 16, Figure 1 of Ito shows a digital imaging device, comprising: 
an imaging module 101 to convert an optical image to a digital image, the digital 
image having an attribute; 

a memory 1 04 in which to store the digital image; and 

control logic 4 configured to associate a file name with the digital image, the file 
name including an extension, the extension comprising at least one letter, the case of 
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the at least one letters being selected by the control logic to encode the attribute, as 
shown in Figure 16. 

For claim 1 7, the case of each of the at least one letters is one of upper case and 
lower case. 

For claim 20, the digital imaging device is one of a digital camera, a digital 
camcorder, and a PDA. 

For claim 21, Ito discloses a digital imaging device, comprising means for 
converting an optical image to a digital image; means for storing the digital image; and 
means for associating a file name with the digital image, the file name including an 
extension, the extension comprising at least one letter and for selecting the case of the 
at least one letters so as to encode an attribute of the digital image, as shown in Figures 
1 and 16. 

For claim 22, the case of each of the at least one letters in the extension is one of 
upper case and lower case. 

For claim 24, Ito discloses a system programmed to perform the following 
method: reading a file name associated with a digital image, the file name including an 
extension, the extension comprising at least one letter, each of the at least one letters 
being represented in one of at least two possible cases; interpreting the case of the at 
least one letters as an encoded attribute of the digital image; and displaying the digital 
image in accordance with the encoded attribute, as shown in Figure 16. 

For claim 25, the at least two possible cases are upper case and lower case. 
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For claim 28, Ito discloses a computer-readable storage medium containing 
program code to display a digital image, comprising a first code segment that reads a 
file name associated with a digital image, the file name including an extension, the 
extension comprising at least one letter, each of the at least one letters being 
represented in one of at least two possible cases; a second code segment that 
interprets the case of the at least one letters as an encoded attribute of the digital 
image; and a third code segment that causes the digital image to be displayed in 
accordance with the encoded attribute. 

For claim 29, the at least two possible cases are upper case and lower case. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-9, 13-14, 18-19, 23, 26-27 and 30-31 would be allowable if rewritten to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim. and any intervening claims. 

Ito in Figures 4A, 4B, and 4C discloses a file extension that includes the 
orientation of the image. However, the orientation is encoded using additional numbers 
in the extension, instead of using a combination of upper and lower case letters in the 
extension. Ito also shows in Figure 8C a file extension that uses letters to encode an 
image attribute. However, this encoding of the orientation is not performed using a 
combination of upper and lower cases of the letters of the extension. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record Is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,198,526 issued to Ohtsuka discloses a file name that includes 
a tag containing the orientation of the image as shown in Figure 7. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,90(3,909 issued to Parulski et al. discloses a code that records 
the orientation of the image as shown in Figure 6. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,762,791 Issued to Schuetzle associates an image with an 
attribute, as shown In Figures 3 and 4. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,834,126 issued to Henry et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,262,769 
issued to Anderson et a!., and U.S. Patent No. 6,222.584 issued to Pan disclose 
methods of modifying a geometric orientation of an image. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,747,690 issued to Molgaard discloses a digital camera with 
integrated accelerometers. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,148,149 Issued to Kagle discloses a camera with automatic 
image rotation. 

U.S. Patent No. 7,1 10,026 discloses a method of tagging images for post 
processing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey S. Smith whose telephone number is 571 270- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marvin Lateef can be reached on 571 270-1245. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JSS 




